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Description:
A Q&A with Anne Rice
Question: You’ve written about many kinds of immortal or supernatural beings. What inspired you
to turn to angels in this new book?

Anne Rice: I have always been fascinated by the idea of angels--these perfect beings who are God’s
messengers, sinless, bold, and unfathomable to the human mind. I was deliciously challenged to be
biblically correct about them, and theologically correct: to present Malchiah as truly perfect, yet
sent to interact with my hero Toby, and commissioned therefore to take a human body and reflect
human emotions and respond to Toby’s human emotions.
Question: How did imagining a character like Malchiah the angel differ from creating one like the
vampire Lestat?
Anne Rice: Well, again, Malchiah is perfect and sinless. And to make such a character appealing is
a challenge; he has to reflect God’s love for human beings, God’s compassion. He’s not sent to judge
Toby; he’s sent to guide him to salvation, and to enlist Toby in working for the angels on earth. He
must feel things; he must have a personality, but with marvelous theological constraints. Doing
Lestat was entirely different: Lestat is sinful and ferociously human, a rebel who wants to be good at
being bad; a rebel who is seeking redemption but turning away from it all the time. There is a
certain joy in writing about Malchiah because he is sent from God. There was never a perfect joy in
writing about Lestat: Lestat suffers too much and does too many bad things with relish.
Question: The hero of Angel Time is Toby O’Dare, a boy who had a tough life growing up in New
Orleans and who goes on to become a skilled assassin before meeting Malchiah. How does Toby
compare to your past protagonists? What is unique about him?
Anne Rice: Well, Toby is deeply flawed, much like the vampires. He’s an assassin, and he has done
terrible things, and questionable things. But he turns around in the very first book of the series and
sets out to do the bidding of the angels in helping others. I think of all those characters I’ve created,
Toby is most like Michael Curry in . But Toby has done things Michael would never do. Toby is a
deeply flawed human who is offered a chance to be saved; and he takes it. Maybe he’s a first among
my characters in that he is given an opportunity to redeem himself through the mercy of God, and
then to do good to make up for all the evil he had done before. Toby is also a crafty character. He’s
pragmatic. Having been a clever assassin, he knows how to plot to do good. That was interesting to
me, to have him struggling to save people from harm, and having to figure out a somewhat complex
way to do it.
Question: People who have read your memoir will recognize some elements of your own life in
Toby’s story. Did you identify with him as a character?
Anne Rice: Yes, I did identify with Toby, though my life has been nothing like his. I know what it is
like to struggle with an alcoholic parent; I know what it is like to care for younger siblings in an
alcoholic household. But of course Toby suffers a family tragedy that I didn’t suffer, and he turns to
evil in a defiant way, whereas I only turned to writing about evil.
Question: How did you imagine the concept of Angel Time (as opposed to Normal Time)? And what
sources did you reference while reading about angels?
Anne Rice: I came up with the concept of Angel Time through meditating on it; really, figuring that
from God’s standpoint there is no linear time. I felt certain that the angels would be able to move
back and forth in our linear time, and to grasp how some one can be lifted from one century and put
down in another to work a solution that then becomes part of the very future from which the original
person came. I think meditation led to this definition of Angel Time, more than any actual reading. It
seemed logical to me that the angels could do this. I did read theology about angels, of course,
including St. Thomas Aquinas and books by Catholic writers who have studied angels and all the
biblical references to them. It all starts with the Bible, of course and how angels appear in those

pages. But the scholars Pascal Parente and Peter Kreeft help me to cover the sources. I stayed away
from other writers’ more fanciful conjectures about angels. I wanted the biblical facts, and the way
that the theologians interpreted them.
Question: People are clearly fascinated with angels. Why do you think even those people who do not
consider themselves religious are so drawn to the idea of angels?
Anne Rice: People are drawn to angels because there is a deep seated instinctive belief that they do
exist, that creatures from Heaven are here on Earth looking out for us and playing a special role in
our care. Of course we read of this in the Bible. And it is a very seductive idea. It’s sometimes easier
to pray to one’s guardian angel than to pray to the saints or even to the Lord. It’s easy to imagine
that our guardian angel is right here with us. In my novel, Toby really does believe this, though after
he suffered tragedy, he blamed the angels in charge for not stopping it. And he lived as a cursed
human being for ten years.

From Publishers Weekly Full of provocative moral reflections, this kickoff to bestseller Rice's new
Songs of the Seraphim religious romance series centers on hired assassin Toby O'Dare, a one-time
aspirant to the priesthood until personal tragedy unmoored his life. Guardian angel Malchiah visits
Toby, who's just consummated his latest kill, and offers him redemption for his sins. After accepting
the offer, Toby is whisked away to 13th-century England, where, in the guise of a Dominican friar, he
becomes the protector of a Jewish couple accused wrongly by the gentile populace of having
murdered their young daughter for her conversion to Christianity. Two eloquently told if clunkily
joined digressions give the backstory on Toby and on the persecution of the Jews in medieval
Europe. Readers will revel in Rice's colorful recreation of the historical past and in her moving
depiction of characters struggling to reconcile matters of the heart with their personal sense of
faith. 250,000 first printing. (Oct.)
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